Year 9 English Revision Guide

Mastering Articles, Letters & Speeches

1. Writing an Article

Purpose: To inform, explain, or persuade in a formal yet engaging way.
Structure:

e Headline: Catchy and relevant.

e Introduction: Hook the reader (use a rhetorical question or shocking fact).
e Main Body: Organise into clear paragraphs with subheadings.

e Conclusion: Summarise and leave the reader with a thoughtful prompt.

Language Tips:

e Use DAFOREST to make your article persuasive.
e Keep tone formal but lively.
¢ Include facts and statistics for credibility.

Example Opening, (remember, with an article, you catch the attention of your
audience with the title and your opening paragraoh summarizing your main
argument point):

"Have you ever wondered why teenagers spend hours on social
media? The answer might surprise you..."

Practice Prompt:

e Write an article for a school magazine titled: 'Should Mobile Phones Be Banned in
Schools?' Use at least 5 DAFOREST techniques.
(Try to have 3 different ideas to explore)

Big argument Point 1 Point 2 Point 3 Conclusion




2. Writing a Letter

Purpose: To persuade or inform in a personal, structured way.
Structure:

e Address & Date (formal letters only).

e Greeting: Dear Sir/Madam or Dear [Name].
e Introduction: State your reason for writing.
e Main Body: Develop arguments logically.

e Closing: Yours sincerely /faithfully.

Language Tips:

e Use Direct Address (You can make a difference...).
e Emotive language for impact.
e Maintain appropriate tone (formal or semi-formal).

Practice Prompt:

e Write a letter to your local council arguing for more youth facilities in your area. Include
opinions, rhetorical questions, and statistics.

Big argument Point 1 Point 2 Point 3 Conclusion

3. Writing a Speech

Purpose: To engage and persuade an audience.
Structure:

e Opening: Grab attention (quote, question, shocking fact).
e Main Points: Use repetition and triples for emphasis.
e (losing: Memorable call to action.

Language Tips:

e Speak directly to the audience (Imagine this...).
e Use DAFOREST throughout.
e Vary sentence length for rhythm.



Practice Prompt:

e Prepare a speech for your year group on: 'Why Reading is the Key to Success.' Use at

least 3 rhetorical questions and emotive language.

Big argument Point 1

Point 2

Point 3

Conclusion

DAFOREST Quick Reference

e Direct Address: 'You can help...'

e Alliteration: 'Fantastic facilities for fun.'

e Facts: 'Research shows...'
e Opinions: 'I believe...'

e Rhetorical Questions: 'Isn’t it time we acted?'
e Emotive Language: 'Heartbreaking reality ...’

e Statistics: '80% of teens agree...’

e Triples: 'Safe, clean, and welcoming.'




Revision Checklist

e  Understand the structure of an article, letter, and speech
e  Use DAFOREST techniques effectively

e  Practice with at least one prompt for each writing type

e / Check tone and formality for each format

e  Include persuasive language and rhetorical devices

e  Review spelling, punctuation, and grammar



