Year 9 Mid Year Exams
Revision Guide

Reading Exam - The Crucible



What you will have to do in the exam:

In your Year 9 Reading exam you will write an essay on ‘The Crucible’. You will be given a
choice of two questions. One question will be on atheme and one on a character. The
questions will be on the following:

Character: Theme:
John Proctor Power
Abigail Willaims Gender
Reverand Hale Justice

Itis likely yourteacher has suggested you choose the character question as this is what
we have been focussing onin lessons.

Success Criteria for the exam:

When we mark your essay, your teachers will be looking for the following in your work:
e Aclear argument: make sure you have a strong introduction and then three
linked paragraphs and a short conclusion that sums up your argument.

e Relevant quotations and references to things that happen in the play to support
your argument.

e Analysis of Miller’s language choices / stage directions that are linked to your
argument.

e Key words and terms linked to the genre of tragedy and plays

29-36 ¢ The student presents a purposeful argument/viewpoint

‘A ¢ The student provides detailed analysis of the impact of the
purposeful writer’'s method(s), making links between different parts of the
argument’ text which clearly links to their argument/viewpoint

e The student can select a range of relevant evidence from
different parts of the text to convincingly support their
argument/viewpoint

¢ The student uses a range of subject terminology and vocabulary
specific to the genre/ text type and writer’s intent, which is
specifically chosen to further develop their argument/viewpoint

So you feel ready for the exam, you should work through this booklet, completing
the tasks.



Task 1: Remind yourself of the plot. What happens in the play?

Act 1: Parris' Home

Reverend Parris is praying over his daughter, Betty, who lies unconscious on her
bed after Parris discovered the girls and Tituba dancing in the forest.

The Putnams arrive and are very concerned for their own sickly daughter, Ruth.
Parris sends for a local expert in witchcraft, Reverend Hale, who then questions
Abigail but she admits to doing nothing more than dancing.

While Parris tries to calm the villagers, Abigail threatens the other, younger girls.
We learn that Abigall drank chicken blood as part of a spell.

John Proctor, a localfarmer, then enters. We find out about his affair with Abigail
Abgail wants the affair to continue but John doesn’t.

Reverend Hale is suspicious about the girls' activities in the forest. Abigail
blames Tituba. Afraid of being hanged, Tituba admits to witchcraft.

Abigail joins in, confessing to having seen the devil with othertownspeople and
Betty and other girls join in. The scene ends in hysteria and chaos.

Act 2-set in John and Elizabeth Proctor's farmhouse

Mary arrives from the courthouse where she has been giving evidence. She gives
Elizabeth a doll (poppet) that she made while waiting in the court.

There is tension between Elizabeth and John because of the affairthat John had
with Abigail Williams.

Elizabeth wants John to go to the court and testify against Abigail, but John does
not want to admitto his affairin public.

Hale appears and heis suspicious of the Proctors because they do not attend
church regularly.

Giles Corey and Francis Nurse also arrive, seeking advice after both their wives
had been arrested.

Officials from Salem arrive and arrest Elizabeth Proctor. Abigail has accused her
of witchcraft and attempted murder by using black magic and stabbing a needle
into a poppet.

John orders Mary Warren to go to court and testify against Abigail. He vows that
he will fight the proceedings, even if it means confessing his own adultery.

Act 3- -takes place next day in court,

Francis Nurse, Giles Corey, and John Proctor all present their case against the
girls. Proctor delivers a petition signed by ninety one people testifying to the good
character of their wives.



Proctor has brought Mary Warren to court and he tells Judge Danforth that she
will testify that the girls are lying.

Abigail seizes control of the situation by pretending to be bewitched by Mary
Warren.

Proctor confesses his affair with Abigail and accuses Abigail of being motivated
by jealousy of his wife. This is a dramatic revelation and Danforth stops
proceedings to investigate the claim.

Elizabeth is broughtinto court and questioned. She doesn't know that Proctor
has confessed and she s reluctant to incriminate her husband. Despite her
natural honesty, she lies to protect his honour.

Danforth denounces Proctor as a liar.

Mary Warren, in fear of Abigail, accuses John Proctor of witchcraft and Proctoris
arrested.

Act 4-Salemjail

It is three months later.

Parris is unstable, he fears for his life from angry villagers.

Abigail has disappeared —she has stolen her uncle’s money and run away.

Hale prays with the accused, trying to persuade them to falsely confess in order
to save their lives, but they refuse.

Farms are deserted and cows wander the roads, everyone lives in fear of being
accused of witchcraft.

Danforth has the idea of getting Elizabeth Proctor to persuade her husband to
confess.

Proctor struggles between wanting to live and wanting to protect his reputation.
This leads to a dramatic and emotive resolution to the play.

At first John says “l want my life” but then he realises he cannot live with lying
and tears up his confession.

Johnis hanged for witchcraft along with Francis Nurse and Marth Corey.



Task 2: Read through the key term and definitions linked to the tragedy genre
and the play. There is an example of how you can use each one when writing

about the play.
Term Definition How to use it in an essay
Tragedy A play ending with the Arthur Miller’s play ‘The Crucible’ is a

suffering and death of
the main character

tragedy.

Tragic Hero | A characterwho makes | John Proctor is Arthur Miller’s tragic
has a flaw that inevitably | hero.
leads to his/her own
death.
Tragic Flaw | Thefatalflaw of a tragic | John Proctor’s fatal flaw is his lust for
/ Hamartia | hero. Abigail. OR John Proctor’s hamartia is

his lust for Abigail.

Protagonist

The main characterin a
story

John Proctor is the protagonist of ‘The
Crucible’.

Antagonist | A personwho creates Abigail Williams is the play’s
obstacles for the main antagonist. She creates problems for
character / protagonist. | John and is his opposite: John takes

responsibility for his actions at the end
of the play, Abigail does not.

Allegory Characters, place or plot | The play is based on the Salem witch
are used to represent trials butis an allegory forthe mass
real life events orissues | hysteriain Americainthe 1950s.
and to teach the
audience a lesson. As an allegory the play teachers the

audience the dangers of mass hysteria
and being untruthful.

Stage Instructions for actors. Arthur Miller uses his stage directions

directions to help the audience understand his

characters




Task 3: How you should structure your essay

- 2

. - Y
/Start ofthe\ /Mlddle ofthe\ / End ofthe\

Introduction: Conclusion
BIG IDEA play play play
- Givean
. —sumup

overview of Akey A key ‘ A key .
the character # moment that - moment that moment that » your‘n:am

- Whydid reveals reveals reveals Rp;)ln St'
Arthur Miller something something something e ur;;
!nClUde T about the about the about the yeHE
in the play? IDEA

K \ character character. \ character. ) Y y

1 1 L)

Each of these paragraphs should be structured using
WHAT-HOW -WHY

Task 4: Practise writing introductions for each of the key characters.

Below is an example of an introduction aboutJohn Proctor. Read the model
introduction and then write your own introductions for Abigail Willaims and
Reverand Hale.

/

\

Introduction:
BIG IDEA
Give an
overview of
the character _
Why did
Arthur Miller
include them
in the play?

As the tragic hero of Arthur Miller’s play ‘The Crucible’, John
Proctor is a complicated and flawed character. Throughout the
play he is troubled by his past actions and struggles to do the right
thing. Atthe end of the play, John makes the ultimate sacrifice
and is redeemed. Set againstthe backdrop of the Salem witch
trials, Proctorembodies themes of integrity, guilt, and
redemption. Miller uses Proctor to show how hard it can be to
keep your honesty and courage when the world around you is full
of panic and hysteria.




Task 5: Using quotations and text references.
It’s important to use quotations and references to things that happen in the play in

your essay. Complete the quotations for each of the characters:

Reverand Hale:
Use the following words to complete the quotations:

MONSTROUS SAVE BLOOD PROUD TRUTHFUL
DENOUNCE MURDERER BLOOD
Act1
Bl (3 T of his knowledge and wants to show it off.”
“The powers of the dark are gathered in .......ccccooiiiiiiiiiiiiniiiinnns attack on this village.”
Act 3:
“Butthis child claimsthegirls are Not.....couviiiiiiiiiiiiieiiereeie , and if they are not -.
R DU these proceedings.”
Act4:
“There is wcceveeeeeeeeeeeenceennnnns On my head! Canyou not see the..................... on my
head”
B I 10 | o ISR your husband’s life forif he is taken | count myself



John Proctor
Use the following words to complete the quotations:

HAND GOODNESS JUDGE DIE FRAUD
PONTIOUS PILATE DUST
Act1:

“Proctor, respected and even feared in Salem, has come to regard himself as a

Kind Of weeeeeeien o

“Abby, l willcutoff My ....covvevvieiniiiniannes before | ever reach foryou again”
Act 2:

“Youwillnot .cceeeeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiciinneee, me more Elizabeth”

(To Reverand Hale) “.....cccceveevvveieriicrennienniennnene.nl L God will never let you wash

your hands of this!”

“Ill notconceal it. My wife willnot .......ccceeeeiieiiieneennnnn. forme.

Act4:

“Now | do think | see some shred of .....cccceevvenennnnen. in John Proctor”

“lam notworththe ......ccccoeuueeeeeens on the feet of those who hang!”



Abigail Williams
Use the following words to complete the quotations:

SMASHES RECKONING DISEMBELLING VANISHED
PART WAITIN’
Act1

“ Abigail Williams enters — a strikingly beautiful girl, with an endless capacity

L0 PP PPPPPPPR ?

“Twillbring a pointy...c.cuceeeereveereinnreenineeennnnns that will shudderyou. And you know that |
candoit.”

SOOI her (Betty) across the face”

“John, lam .cceeiiiiiiiiieeeee e, foryou every night.”

Act 2

“Abigail brings the other girls into the court and where she walks the crowd will
..................... like the sea forIsreal”

Act4::

“My niece sir-1 believe she has ......ccceevvuiiinninnnnns



Task 6: Planning your response

Using a table like the one below, plan what you would write about each of the three

characters that might come up in the exam.

John/Abigail / Hale at the
start of the play

John/Abigail / Hale at the
middle of the play

John/Abigail / Hale at the
end of the play

shown in the play?

Which theme links to this character? Power / Gender /Justice and how is this

Well done foryour commitment to your studies. Good luck for the exams!




