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Enquiry 1: How did Britain move towards democracy? Year 9 

Government where people choose their rulersDemocracy

Place with few voters but more than one MP 
(e.g. New Romney)

Rotten Borough

Be given the right to voteEnfranchise

The right to voteSuffrage

LawAct

A secret vote Ballot 

Working class campaigners for suffrageChartists 

Attitude that women should work in the home 
and look after the family 

Angel in the 
House

Expectation that women would quit their jobs 
when they got married to be wives/mothers. Marriage Bar

Female campaigners – peaceful Suffragists 

Female campaigners – violentSuffragettes

Violent Militant 

Someone who dies for their beliefsMartyr 

Things needed for war – shells, bullets, guns 
and uniforms. Munitions 

Problems with 
voting in 1800

Less than 2% of people could 
vote (wealthiest men)

Seats could be bought 
rather than won

Women couldn’t vote

Big cities (Leeds, 
Manchester, etc) had no MPs

No secret ballot – people 
could be bullied/bribed

MPs didn’t get paid so 
only open to rich people

Peterloo Massacre (1819) Great Reform Act (1832)

60,000 people protested about the 
lack of an MP in Manchester.

The police tried to arrest them and 
panic spread. 

Soldiers attacked the unarmed 
protestors. 

By 2pm, 15 peaceful protestors were 
dead (incl. a woman and child). 

People around the country were 
outraged. 

The public put pressure on the 
government to change the law. 

MPs started to call for better voting 
systems.   

FailuresSuccesses

Still only upper-class 
and business owners 
could vote. 

The number of voters 
doubled.

No secret ballot –
employers could still 
bully and bribe voters. 

Large cities like Leeds 
& Manchester could 
elect an MP. 

Working-class 
protestors were still 
ignored. 

Seats in parliament 
were more evenly 
distributed around the 
country.

Women still couldn’t 
vote. 

Seats were removed 
from Rotten Boroughs. 

Although the Great Reform Act solved some 
problems, people continued to protest to 

extend the franchise further.
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1800: Less than 2% of the 
population could vote.

1819: The Peterloo Massacre drew 
attention to the fight for suffrage. 

1832: The Great Reform Act 
improved the voting system. 

1839: The Chartists published the 
People’s Charter.

1897: The Suffragists began 
campaigning for female suffrage. 

1918: The Representation of the 
People Act gave the vote to 

married, property-owning women 
over 30 (middle-class only). 

1928: The Equal Franchise Act 
gave the vote to all people over the 

age of 21. 

TimelineThe Chartists

Demands:
• All men over 21 to vote. 
• A secret ballot. 
• Equal electoral districts. 
• Payment for MPs. 

Led by William Lovett. 

FailuresSuccesses

Petitions were rejected by 
parliament. 

Presented 3 petitions to 
parliament. 

Punished harshly –
imprisoned.

Lots of supporters – 5 
million signatures. 

Divided leadership meant 
they disappeared in 1850. 

Huge protests around the 
country. 

The Suffragists Led by Millicent Fawcett. 

Peaceful Methods of Protest:
• Signed petitions. 
• Held public meetings. 
• Made speeches. 
• Wrote letters to MPs. 
• Organised marches – The 

Great Pilgrimage (1913) saw 
50,000 women march to 
London to protest for the vote. 

FailuresSuccesses

Didn’t change the law. 54,000 members by 1914. 

Had to stop protesting to 
help the war effort in 1914.

Popular campaign. 

The Suffragettes Led by Emmeline Pankhurst. 

Militant Methods of Protest:
• Interrupted parliament. 
• Smashed windows. 
• Cut telephone wires. 
• Blew up post-boxes. 
• Chained themselves to railings. 
• Burned down churches. 
• planted a bomb in David Lloyd 

George’s house (important MP). 
• Imprisoned and went on hunger 

strike in prison.

FailuresSuccesses

MPs stopped supporting. Gained mass attention.

Had to stop protesting to 
help the war effort in 1914.

Popular campaign. 

How did women get the vote?

1903: The Suffragettes began their 
militant campaign. 

1914: WW1 began and women 
helped the war effort. 

Women’s Jobs During WW1: 
• Drove ambulances. 
• Worked as cooks and nurses. 
• Women’s Land Army (farming). 
• Dangerous Munitions Factories. 

Proved they were 
responsible. 

Men replaced 
them after the war. 

The government rewarded the men who fought and 
women who helped in the war. 

1918: Representation of 
the People Act 

• Men over 21 could vote. 
• Women over 30 could 

vote if they were 
married/had property.

1928: Equal Franchise 
Act 

• Women had equal 
voting rights with men. 

• (All women over 21 
could vote). 
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Policy of expanding an empire. Imperialism 

Policy of spending lots of money to expand the 
army/navy and improve weapons. Militarism 

German leader (emperor). Kaiser

Competition (race) to build the best weapons. Arms Race

British battleship that was the best ever seen. Dreadnought 

Agreement between countries to protect each 
other during war. Alliance 

Agreement for Britain, France and Russia to 
protect each other. Triple Entente 

Agreement for Germany, Austria-Hungary and 
Italy to protect each other. 

Triple Alliance  

Support for your country’s independence. Nationalism 

When a country wants to rule itself instead of 
being ruled by another empire. 

Independence 

Murder of an important person for political 
reasons.Assassination 

When Germany promised to support Austria-
Hungary against Serbia.  

Blank Cheque

Germany’s plan to attack France first (before 
Russia) by marching through Belgium. Schlieffen Plan

The British Empire had ruled 25% of the world for centuries.

The Ottoman Empire collapsed – Russia and Austria-Hungary wanted land there.  

Balkan countries started to fight for their independence.

Germany took land from France called Alsace-Lorraine. 

Germany, Austria-Hungary and Italy formed the Triple Alliance in 1882. 

Kaiser Wilhelm promised to increase military spending to compete with Britain.

Britain made the first Dreadnought Battleship in 1906. 

Britain, France and Russia formed the Triple Entente in 1907. 

Germany made their battleship: the SMS Rheinland. 

Austria-Hungary took control of Bosnia in 1908, angering Serbia.

The Black Hand committed terrorist acts to campaign for independence. 

The Black Hand assassinated Franz Ferdinand on 28th June 1914. 

Germany issued the ‘Blank Cheque’ to Austria-Hungary. 

Austria-Hungary declared war on Serbia. 

Russia prepared for war to help Serbia.

Germany declared war on Russia. 

France promised to help Russia so started preparing for war. 

Germany declared war on France and invaded Belgium to get there (Schlieffen Plan). 

Britain had always promised to protect Belgium so declared war on Germany. 
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Militarism Alliances Imperialism

Nationalism 

Underlying Cause Underlying Cause Underlying Cause

• Britain ruled an empire spanning 25% of the globe 
- other nations wanted to compete. 

• Germany took land from France (Alsace-Lorraine) 
to extend its empire - this caused tension. 

• Russia and Austria-Hungary both wanted control 
in the Balkans countries – this caused tension. 

• European nations all wanted to hold onto their 
power and be superior. 

• Empires created rivalries and made countries 
suspicious and mistrustful of each other. 

• Britain had the most powerful navy in the world to 
protect its empire – other countries were fearful. 

• Kaiser Wilhelm passed two laws ordering German 
battleships to be built to compete with Britain. 

• In 1906, Britain built HMS Dreadnought – the 
most powerful battleship ever built. 

• All other battleships were instantly out of date. 

• Germany built their own ship: SMS Rheinland. 

• By 1914, Germany had doubled its navy. 

• Alliances were meant to stop war. 

• But Germany felt surrounded by hostile powers 
that were trying to stop Germany being powerful. 

The MAIN Causes

• The Ottoman Empire collapsed at the end of the 1800s – many 
Balkan countries fought for independence. 

• The Serbian government wanted to unite all Serbs in the Balkans. 

• However, Austria-Hungary took control of Bosnia in 1908 – this 
angered Serbia as it wanted Bosnia to join them.

• The Black Hand was a terrorist organisation that fought for Serbian 
independence – they blew up bridges and planted bombs. 

• On 28th June 1914, the Black Hand assassinated Archduke Fraz 
Ferdinand (heir to the Austro-Hungarian throne). 

• This event triggered the alliance system, causing the First          
World War. 

The Black Hand 
assassinated 

Franz Ferdinand. 

Germany issued 
a ‘blank cheque’ 

to Austria-
Hungary.

Russia started 
preparing for war 

to help Serbia.

Austria-Hungary 
declared war on 

Serbia.

Germany 
declared war on 

Russia. 

France prepared 
for war to help 

Russia.

Germany 
declared war on 

France and 
invaded Belgium. 

Spark/Trigger Road to War

Britain declared 
war on Germany 

to protect 
Belgium. 

Each country brought soldiers from their empires to fight, making this a world war.  


