
Network of trade routes from East to WestSilk Road 

Group of countries ruled by anotherEmpire

Buy or sell goodsTrade

Someone who tradesMerchant

Eastern Roman EmpireByzantine Empire

Family who ruled the Islamic EmpireAbbasid Dynasty

Muslim leaderCaliph 

Study of stars and planetsAstronomy 

Invention that uses the stars to find positionAstrolabe

Place in Baghdad where scholars studiedHouse of Wisdom

StudentScholar

Muslim universityMadrasa

Key VocabularyReligionRuler

DefenceTrade

Constantinople was the capital of the 
Byzantine Empire.

It was founded by Emperor Constantine.

It was built
in 330 AD.

It was ruled 
by Empress 
Zoe.

Constantinople was a Christian city. 

Constantine had converted to Christianity 
and made it legal in the Roman Empire. 

The city 
was  the link 
between 
East and West. 

Boats brought goods from the West. 

Merchants travelled along the silk roads
from the East. 

Merchants traded goods in the markets. 

It was the richest city in the world. 

Constantinople

Rivals fought to control the Byzantine 
Empire and take Zoe’s place before. 

The biggest threat to Constantinople was 
from the Islamic Empire.

Muslim warriors were gradually taking over 
land from the Roman Empire. 

It had never 
been 

conquered 
before. 

Enquiry 1: What were medieval empires like? Year 7 

The city was 
the heart of 
Christianity 

in Europe. 



Enquiry 1: What were medieval empires like? Year 7 

Baghdad

Baghdad was the capital of the Islamic 
Empire. 

The Abbasid dynasty ruled the Islamic 
Empire. 

Al-Mansur was the caliph of Baghdad. 

By 1000 AD, 1 million people lived in 
Baghdad.

Baghdad was built between the River Tigris 
and the River Euphrates.

Merchants travelled along the rivers and 
silk roads to trade in Baghdad. 

People traded silks, spices, jewels and 
slaves in Baghdad. 

Baghdad was a Muslim city. 

House of Wisdom

Scholars borrowed books 
from the Byzantine Empire. 

They collected ancient texts 
from China, Persia and Africa.

Scholars studied these books 
in the House of Wisdom.

Scholars translated these 
ancient books into Arabic. 

They used these books to 
make new knowledge. 

The caliph built madrasas to 
share all of this knowledge. 

Europeans copied madrasas 
and built universities. 

A City of Learning
Maths

Astronomy

Medicine

Al-Razi wrote 200 medical books bringing knowledge together from 
around the world.

They built hospitals and created new surgical methods.

They knew…. 

They built observatories to watch the stars. 

They used the stars to find the direction of Mecca for their prayers 
and work out their religious calendar. 

They used astronomy to invent the astrolabe and make maps. 

Scholars combined ideas from Greeks, Hindus, Persians and Arabs. 

They used maths to measure land, make prices and design buildings.

Arab scholars created algebra.  



King or QueenMonarch 

Next in line to the throneHeir

When there is no clear heir to the throneSuccession Crisis

People who advised the kingWitan

Area in the North where the Vikings livedDanelaw

When an army takes control of a countryConquest

Norman tactic of pretending to run awayFeigned Retreat

When people disagree and fight back Rebellion

First Norman castles (made of wood)Motte & Bailey

Organisation of people and land Feudal System

Record of everyone’s property in EnglandDomesday Book

Enquiry 2: How did the Normans take control of England? Year 7 

Key Vocabulary
January 1066 King Edward the Confessor died.

The king had no heirs, so this caused a succession crisis.
Three men believed they should rule England:   

Harold Godwinson
Earl of Wessex

Harald Hardrada
King of Norway

William
Duke of Normandy

January 1066 The Witan chose Harold Godwinson to be king. 
Harold knew the others would try to invade and seize the crown.
He sent one army North to guard against Hardrada’s army. 
He sent another army South to guard against William’s army.
In September, he was forced to send his armies home.  

September 1066 Harald Hardrada and the Vikings invaded in the North. 
They won the Battle of Gate Fulford and took Saxons hostage. 
Harold Godwinson surprised the Vikings at Stamford Bridge. 

Why did the Saxons 
win the Battle of 

Stamford Bridge?

The Saxons outnumbered 
the Vikings

The Vikings had left their 
armour/weapons behind

The Vikings fled when 
their leaders were killed

The Saxons’ shield wall 
was unbreakable



How did the Normans keep control?

October 1066 The Battle of Hastings
William and the Normans invaded
Harold Godwinson was killed

25th December 1066 William was crowned King of England
He became William the Conqueror

Norman Tactics

Saxon Mistakes

Luck/Chance

• The weather allowed the Normans to cross the Channel while 
the Saxons were at Stamford Bridge

• The 400-mile journey South from Stamford Bridge made the 
Saxons very tired

• Some of Harold’s best men died at Stamford Bridge 

• William build special ships to bring his horses to the battle

• The Normans had foot soldiers, archers and knights (cavalry)

• The Normans attacked land to draw Harold to him

• The feigned retreat made Saxons leave the shield wall

• Most Saxon soldiers were untrained peasants (fyrd)

• The Saxons created a strong shield wall but broke it 

• The Saxons kept on falling for the feigned retreat

• The Saxons were weak when Harold was killed

Harrying of the North (1069) Motte & Bailey Castles

Feudal System Domesday Book (1085)

Enquiry 2: How did the Normans take control of England? Year 7 

• Saxons rebelled against William many 
times between 1066 and 1071

• In 1069, Saxons joined with the Vikings 
and killed hundreds of Normans in York

• William ordered his men to kill all rebels

• The Normans destroyed all land and crops 
in the North

• They ploughed salt into the earth

• Thousands of people starved to death

• William regretted his harshness later

• William needed to 
reward his loyal 
followers

• He said all the land 
belonged to him

• He gave land to 
people who 
supported him

• He took land away 
from people who 
rejected him

• William got lots    
of money & power

• William sent royal commissioners all over 
England to conduct a survey

• They found out how much land people 
owned and how much it was worth

• This helped William know how much tax 
to collect

• The Saxons hated the Domesday Book 
and compared it to being judged by God at 
the end of the world

• This was the biggest ever survey of 
England at the time

• Normans built over 500 castles in England

• They were built to intimidate the Saxons

• They helped to control and stop rebellions

• Saxon homes were destroyed and people 
were forced to build them

Motte

Bailey

Drawbridge 

Keep

Moat



When someone is banned from the ChurchExcommunication 

Someone who works in a churchClergy

Someone who does not work in a churchLaity

Religious ceremonies (weddings/funerals)Sacrament

Religious journey to a holy placePilgrimage

People paid money to erase their sinsIndulgence

Tax paid to the Church (10% of their income)Tithe

Devoting whole life to God (monks/nuns)Monasticism

JerusalemHoly Land

Religious wars to gain control of JerusalemCrusades

Knights’ code – acting with honour/braveryChivalry

When someone’s sins are wiped away Salvation

Enquiry 3: Why was the Church so significant in Medieval England? Year 7 

Key VocabularyChurch Hierarchy

The Pope was God’s representative on earth.

He led the whole Christian Church in Europe. 

They were the king’s advisers so were rich and powerful. 

The Archbishop of Canterbury was in charge.
Archbishops & 

Bishops

Parish Priests

Pope

They were poor and had little power. 

They collected tithes and delivered sacraments. 

Church Influence

Legal Medical

Community Economic

Church courts dealt with moral crimes like 
adultery, gambling or getting drunk.

Special trials took place so that God could 
decide if someone was innocent or guilty. 

Priests taught Latin to wealthy boys. 

The church bells told everyone the time. 

Important sacraments took place in church.

Parties, feasts and fairs happened in church.  

Monasteries grew plants to make medicines.

Monks and nuns cared for sick, old and poor 
people in monasteries.

They also helped travellers.  

Villagers living on Church land had to pay 
rent to the parish priest.

The Church provided jobs on its land for 
hundreds of peasants.

Everyone paid a tithe to the Church. 



Enquiry 3: Why was the Church so significant in Medieval England? Year 7 

NunsMonks

Lived in convents 

Had to pay to be a nun

Could read and write

Didn’t really work with 
books

Farmed, cooked, prayed 
and cared for the sick

Lived in monasteries

Prayed every 3 hours

Could read and write

Copied/preserved the 
work of ancient writers

Had a haircut called a 
tonsure

Both

Made vows of obedience, poverty and celibacy

Gave up all possessions to dedicate their lives to God

The CrusadesPeople believed in the Afterlife:

Heaven: Where those that had paid for their 
sins would join God, Jesus and the saints. 

Purgatory: Where most people went to be 
punished for their sins before going to heaven. 

Hell: Where people would go if their sins were 
so terrible they could not be forgiven. 

They did whatever they could to spend less time in 
purgatory: go on pilgrimage, build chapels, pray. 

1079 Muslim forces (Seljuk Turks) took control of Jerusalem. 

They attacked Christian pilgrims entering Jerusalem. 

Christians feared they were no longer welcome. 

1095 The Pope made a speech urging Christians to fight for Jerusalem. 

The First Crusade began. 

People fought for several reasons: 

Religious Reasons

Other Reasons

Some crusaders wanted to seize land or 
luxuries  (gold/spices/perfume) for themselves.

Knights could practise chivalry/be a hero. 

It was an adventure to see the world. 

Criminals could avoid being punished. 

Crusaders paid no taxes while they were away. 

Some felt it was their Christian duty to protect 
Jerusalem. 

The Pope guaranteed entry to heaven for all 
crusaders. 

All crusaders received an indulgence. 

Christians were frightened of going to hell if 
they didn’t obey the Pope. 

Intellectual Consequences

Crusaders discovered weapons like gunpowder.

Crusaders discovered new farming methods.

Europeans discovered new lands like China. 

Europeans learnt numbers from the Muslims. 

Muslim doctors taught new ideas and drugs.  

Economic Consequences 

New trade links were made between Europe and 
the Middle East. 

Cotton, silk and slippers were brought to Europe. 

New food like apricots, olive oil, dates and 
cinnamon were brought to Europe.

Europeans sold timber to the Muslim leader.  

Social Consequences

Many crusaders stayed in the East. 

200 new settlements were built for Christians.



King or QueenMonarch 

Next in line to the throneHeir

Rulers from the same familyDynasty

War between people in the same countryCivil War

Matilda and Stephen’s civil warThe Anarchy

Banish from the ChurchExcommunicate

Someone who rules on the monarch’s behalfRegent

Medieval nobles/lordsBarons

63 demands that limited the king’s powerMagna Carta

Cruel rulerTyrant

A group of people who help run the countryParliament

Boils under the armpits and on the groinBuboes

Enquiry 4: Who challenged Medieval Monarchs? Year 7 

Key VocabularyKing Henry II & Thomas Becket Religious Challenge

King Henry II & Eleanor of AquitaineDynastic Challenge

Eleanor was powerful because:

• She inherited Aquitaine. 

• She fought in the Crusades.

• She acted as regent for Henry II.

• She was Queen of France & England.

1173 Eleanor supported her 
son’s plot to overthrow 
Henry II. They failed.

1189 Richard became king 
and Eleanor helped rule.

Henry II  made Thomas Becket the Archbishop of Canterbury.

Becket asked the Pope to make the Church independent. 

Henry tried to put Becket on trial for disobeying the king.

Henry II had his son crowned as a ‘Junior King’. 

Becket excommunicated the bishops that crowned him. 

Henry lost his temper. 

1170 Four knights went to Canterbury Cathedral to murder Becket. 

1173 People rebelled against Henry II and he lost land. 

1173 Henry walked barefoot to Canterbury to be whipped. 



Enquiry 4: Who challenged Medieval Monarchs? Year 7 

King John & Magna Carta Political  Challenge

Economic ProblemsPolitical Problems

The barons had to pay more tax to 
John than any other monarch. 

John spent these taxes on fighting 
wars and living a luxury lifestyle. 

John married a French lady who was 
supposed to marry someone else. 

John murdered his nephew to stop 
him from taking his throne. 

John ignored the barons’ advice. 

Military ProblemsReligious Problems

The King of France fought John 
twice. 

John lost almost all of his land in 
France. 

John refused to accept the new 
Archbishop of Canterbury. 

The Pope banned church services 
and excommunicated John. 

1215 The barons met John at Runnymede.

They forced him to sign Magna Carta.

• The king couldn’t interfere in the Church.

• The king couldn’t collect taxes unless the barons agreed.

• All freemen were entitled to a trial by jury. 

• The Great Council could punish the king if he broke rules.   

Consequences of the Magna Carta

It inspired the 
Declaration of 
Human Rights.

Three clauses are 
still in English law 

today. 

Parliament meant 
monarchs’ power 

was reduced. 

1258 The barons forced Henry to meet them.

They forced him to sign the Provisions of Oxford.

• The king couldn’t make any decisions 

without the Great Council’s agreement. 

• The Great Council chose the king’s advisers. 

• Parliament had to meet 3 times a year. 

King Henry III & ParliamentPolitical Challenge

Complains about King Henry III

Henry lost wars and 
land in France. 

Henry ignored the 
barons and only took 
advice from his wife. 

Henry increased 
taxes and spent the 
money on luxuries. 

1258 Henry fought the barons but lost. 

1265 Simon de Montfort called the first Parliament. 

This consisted of: 

• The Great Council

• Two wealthy people from each town

• Two knights from each county

Over time, parliament 
became very powerful

as the barons made 
deals with the king. 



Enquiry 4: Who challenged Medieval Monarchs? Year 7 

King Edward  III & The Black Death
Medical Challenge

1348 The Black Death reached England.

It killed at least half of England’s population.

Pneumonic PlagueBubonic Plague

This disease was airbourne. 

It was passed on through 
coughing and sneezing. 

Victims coughed up blood.

They also developed a fever, 
headaches and breathlessness. 

Most victims died within a week. 

Caused by a germ that lived in 
the blood of black rats. 

Fleas bit the rats and passed on 
the germ by biting humans. 

Victims developed buboes, 
fever, vomiting, diarrhoea and 
parts of their body turned black.

About 7/10 people would die. 

Consequences of the Black Death

ReligiousEconomicSocial

Some churches couldn’t 
open due to a shortage 
of priests. 

People believed that 
God was punishing 
them by causing the 
Black Death.

Peasants demanded 
higher wages due to a 
shortage of workers. 

Some landowners sold 
their land to peasants 
who became richer. 

Crops rotted, animals 
died and villages were 
left to ruin.

The feudal system was 
weakened as people 
could move up or 
down.

75 million people worldwide and 25 million Europeans died of the Black Death.  

King Richard  II & The Peasants’ Revolt

Causes of the Peasants’ Revolt

The Sumptuary Laws 
were passed in 1363. 

Peasants were banned 
from wearing anything 
except plain clothes. 

The Statute of 
Labourers was passed 

in 1351. Wages went 
down and peasants 
weren’t allowed to 

leave their lord.  

Even though wages 
increased after 1348, 
some peasants still 

had to work for free on 
the lord’s land. 

A new Poll Tax was 
introduced in 1381. 
Everyone (rich and 

poor) had to pay the 
same amount.

Taxes kept increasing. 
Peasants originally had 
to pay 4 pence but this 

tripled to 12 pence.  

John Ball (a priest) 
made speeches saying 

that peasants and 
lords should be treated 

equally. 

May 1381 Royal officials tried to collect the Poll Tax in Essex.

Peasants refused to pay and killed an official.

June 1381 60,000 peasants marched to London led by Wat Tyler.

They burned houses and freed John Ball from prison. 

They demanded higher wages and freedom to move. 

The king agreed to the demands, but Wat Tyler was killed.

Richard II broke his promises and executed the leaders.  

Later, peasants did become more independent:

Some peasants bought 
their own land so didn’t 
have to do work service. 

They could work for the 
best wages they could 

find. 

Popular Challenge



Old branch of Christianity (led by the Pope)Catholicism

New branch of ChristianityProtestantism

Movement to change the Catholic ChurchReformation

Decision to leave the Catholic ChurchBreak with Rome

Criminal who disagrees with the ChurchHeretic

Child with unmarried parents (can’t be heir)Illegitimate

Closure of the monasteries in EnglandDissolution

Pardon for sins (could be bought)Indulgence

Radical/extreme ProtestantPuritan

Catholic who refused to follow ElizabethRecusant

Attempted Spanish invasion of EnglandArmada

People who plotted against the kingConspirators

Enquiry 1: Why did Henry VIII break with Rome? Year 8 

Key Vocabulary
1517 Martin Luther nailed his 95 theses to the church door.

The Reformation began. 

1521 Henry VIII wrote a book criticising Martin Luther.  
The Pope gave him the title ‘Defender of the Faith’. 

1534 Henry VIII passed the Act of Supremacy.
England broke with Rome and became Protestant. 

1536 The Dissolution of the Monasteries began. 

1547 King Henry VIII died.
His Protestant son, Edward VI, became King of England. 

1553 King Edward VI died. 
His Catholic sister (Henry’s eldest daughter), Mary I, became Queen. 

1558 Queen Mary I died. 
Her Protestant sister (Henry’s daughter), Elizabeth I, became Queen.

1588 The Spanish Armada tried to invade England. 
King Philip II of Spain wanted to make England Catholic again.

1603 Queen Elizabeth I died with no heirs. 
She named her cousin, James I, as her successor. 
England and Scotland became united under one monarch.

1605 The Gunpowder Plotters failed to blow up King James I and parliament.
They wanted to replace him with a Catholic ruler.  



Enquiry 1: Why did Henry VIII break with Rome? Year 8 

Catholic Beliefs Protestant Beliefs

Reasons for the Break with Rome

Political Reasons

• Henry VIII wanted a male heir, but his first wife 
Catherine did not provide one. 

• He fell in love with Anne Boleyn.

• Anne Boleyn became pregnant.

• The child would be illegitimate and could not be 
heir to the throne unless she married Henry. 

• The Pope refused to let Henry divorce Catherine. 

• Henry was angry that the Pope had more power 
than him. 

• Henry’s advisers persuaded him to break with 
Rome and stop the Pope’s power in England. 

• The Act of Supremacy gave Henry VIII power 
over the Church in England. 

Economic Reasons Religious Reasons

• The Pope was the Head of the Catholic Church. 

• The Bible should be written in Latin.

• Bright robes, stained glass windows, statues and gold ornaments helped 
people worship. 

• The Pope and his bishops could forgive people’s sins.

• People could buy indulgences to get to Heaven.  

• Priests were not allowed to get married. 

• Martin Luther started the Protestant Reformation. 

• The Bible should be in people’s own languages so they can understand.

• Churches should be plain and simple so that people feel closer to God. 

• Only Jesus could forgive sins and help people get to Heaven. 

• The Catholic Church was corrupt because it demanded                                
money in return for the forgiveness of sins.  

• Priests were allowed to marry. 

• Henry needed money to fight the war against 
France. 

• The Church owned 25% of the land in England. 

• Owning the Church land would make Henry very 
rich. 

• The Dissolution of the Monasteries more than 
doubled Henry’s revenue.

• Previously, his income was £100,000 per year, 
but it rose to £240,000 after this. 

• The Reformation convinced some people that 
the Catholic Church needed changing. 

• Some people in England wanted to become 
Protestant. 

• Henry believed that God was punishing him for 
marrying his brother’s widow. 

• He thought that divorcing her would solve this 
problem, but the Pope would not allow it. 

• Many English people were concerned about the 
selling of indulgences. 

• There were rumours that priests and monks 
were not living a holy life. 

• Some people believed the Catholic Church was 
corrupt so wanted to become Protestant. 



Enquiry 2: How far did religion change under the Tudors? Year 8 

Catholic

Protestant 

Henry VIII

• Originally a devout Catholic 
and ‘Defender of the Faith’.

• Broke with Rome to create the 
Protestant Church of England. 

• The monarch became the 
Head of the Church.

• Removed symbols of the 
Pope.

• Dissolved the monasteries.

• Destroyed Catholic shrines.

• Introduced English Bibles. 

• Churches stayed colourful. 

• Services stayed the same. 

Edward VI

• Strong Protestant. 

• Removed all pictures, statues 
and stained-glass windows. 

• Removed church music. 

• Introduced a new English 
Prayer Book.

• Ended saints’ festivals. 

• Allowed priests to marry. 

Mary I

• Strict Catholic. 

• Passed a law to make England 
a Catholic country again. 

• Banned Protestant preachers. 

• Redecorated churches with 
stone altars, statues and gold. 

• Forced married priests to 
leave their wives. 

• Church services and prayer 
books were in Latin. 

• Heretics were burned. 

• Mary remained Head of the 
Church of England.

Elizabeth I 

• Protestant but tried to keep 
both sides happy. 

• Made a compromise – the 
Religious Settlement. 

• Church services were still 
conducted in English. 

• Banned Catholic ceremonies.

• Banned statues of saints. 

• Reintroduced Edward’s Book 
of Common Prayer. 

• Allowed stained-glass 
windows and coloured robes. 

• Catholics were allowed to 
worship in private. 



A war between citizens of the same countryCivil War

Belief that the monarch was chosen by GodDivine Right 

Law-makers in BritainParliament

Member of ParliamentMP

When Charles ruled without ParliamentPersonal Rule

Get rid of (parliament)Dissolve

Tax to fund the armyShip Tax

Protestant with some Catholic traditionsHigh Church

Document that criticised King Charles I and 
reduced his power

Grand 
Remonstrance

Charles’ army in the civil warRoyalists

Parliament’s army in the civil warParliamentarians

Country with no monarchyRepublic

Enquiry 2: Why did the English fight their own king? Year 8 

Key Vocabulary
1625 Charles I married a French Catholic (Henrietta Maria).

1629 Charles fought with Parliament and dissolved them. 
He ruled alone for 11 years. This was called the Personal Rule. 

1633 Charles and his Archbishop introduced Catholic reforms in England. 

1634 Charles illegally expanded Ship Tax without consulting Parliament.
Everyone (even people who did not live on the coast) had to pay. 

1637 Charles tried to introduce a new Scottish Prayer Book. 
The Prayer Book Rebellion began and led to war with Scotland. 

1640 Charles recalled Parliament to raise taxes again. 
Parliament criticised Charles and refused to help.
He dismissed them again after 3 weeks – this was the Short Parliament.

1641 Irish Catholics rebelled against English rule. 
Parliament refused to let Charles raise money or control the army. 

1641 Parliament issued the Grand Remonstrance. 
This was a list of complaints about Charles and reduced his power. 
He tried and failed to arrest 5 of the lead MPs.

1642 The English Civil War began. 

1648 The Parliamentarians were forced to surrender. 
Charles was arrested, imprisoned and put on trial.  

1649 King Charles I was executed. 



Enquiry 2: Why did the English fight their own king? Year 8 

Causes of the English Civil War

Political Reasons

• Charles believed in the Divine Right of Kings.

• He believed that he had been chosen by God to be king. 

• He did not think that Parliament should control or disagree with him.

• He wanted the same power as absolutist monarchs in Europe.  

• However, Parliament’s job was to advise the king. 

• When Parliament refused to give Charles money for war, he dissolved 
Parliament and ruled alone for 11 years. 

• This was the Personal Rule. 

• During this time he made all of the decisions himself. 

• Irish Catholics rebelled against being ruled by the English.

• Parliament refused to let Charles control the army and save the day.

• They issued the Grand Remonstrance, criticising the King and 
removing his power over the Church and to choose his own advisers.

• This split Parliament. 

• Charles broke into Parliament with an army and tried to arrest the five 
leading MPs but they escaped. 

Economic Reasons

Religious Reasons

• During the Personal Rule, Charles expanded Ship Tax. 

• He demanded that everyone (even those who did not live by the 
coast) pay the tax to fund the army, even though there was no war. 

• This was an illegal tax as Parliament did not agree to it. 

• Charles imprisoned anyone who refused to pay.

• People who stood up to Charles were treated like heroes. 

• Later, Parliament refused to grant Charles more money unless he 
agreed to end unpopular taxes and stop religious reforms. 

• Charles was a member of the Protestant High Church (a Protestant 
that followed some Catholic traditions). 

• He married a Catholic and forced Catholic reforms (reintroducing 
stained-glass windows, statues and stone altars). 

• Charles mutilated people who criticised him (chopped their ears off). 

• Charles introduced a new Prayer Book to Scotland, but people rioted 
in the Prayer Book Rebellion. 

• He tried to force Scotland to accept his religious reforms by invading 
but was forced to surrender.  



European colonists found that sugar, tobacco and cotton thrived in the Americas.

They wanted a large workforce to grow the raw materials for trade around Europe. 

European traders went to Africa to trade manufactured goods like clothes and guns.

In return, African leaders kidnapped innocent people and sold them to Europeans. 

Europeans enslaved these people and carried them on ships across the Atlantic. 

Conditions on the Middle Passage were uncomfortable, unhealthy and dangerous.

In the Americas enslaved people were sold at auction. 

They were put to work on plantations to grow raw materials. 

Raw materials were sent back to Europe and manufactured in factories. 

Europeans became rich from trading these goods around the world. 

Areas of land ruled by one rulerEmpire  

Areas of land in an empireColony

Someone who has been sold into slaveryEnslaved Person

Journey from Africa to the AmericasMiddle Passage

Sale where enslaved people were sold to the 
highest bidder

Auction

Large farms where enslaved people workedPlantation

Crops that were grown (sugar, cotton, etc)Raw Materials

The person in charge of enslaved peopleOverseer

Someone who fought to end the slave tradeAbolitionist

To get rid of somethingAbolish  

When people refused to buy sugarSugar Boycott

When people started to question old ideasEnlightenment

Enquiry 3: What was the Transatlantic Slave Trade? Year 8 

Key VocabularyThe Trade Triangle



• Enlightenment thinkers believed everyone 
should be free and equal. 

• Granville Sharp set up the 
Abolition Committee in 1787. 

• He brought people together to fight against the 
slave trade and make it illegal. 

• Thomas Clarkson interviewed over              
20,000 people and shared their stories.

• He travelled around Britain giving lectures. 

• Thousands of people signed petitions to stop 
the trade after they listened to him. 

• William Wilberforce was an MP 
with the power to persuade parliament to 
abolish the trade. 

• He made powerful speeches to try and convince 
them to stop investing and make it illegal. 

• He failed to make the slave trade illegal 16 
times but finally succeeded in 1807. 

• The Abolitionists educated ordinary people 
about the slave trade and they joined the fight. 

• People bought badges, signed petitions and 
wrote songs and poems to join the protest. 

• From the 1770s, Cuba and Brazil started 
producing cheaper sugar than the Caribbean. 

• Many British plantations there closed and 
enslaved people stopped being needed.

• Some people realised that people would work 
harder and stop rebelling if they were paid.

• It would be cheaper to pay enslaved people a 
small wage than buy their clothing and food. 

• Anti-slavery groups organised a sugar boycott
where thousands of people refused to buy sugar.

• The price of sugar fell due to the fall in demand 
and traders lost profit. 

Enquiry 3: What was the Transatlantic Slave Trade? Year 8 

Why was the slave trade abolished in 1807?

Abolitionists Enslaved People Economic Factors

• Enslaved people tried to fight back by working 
deliberately slowly and pretending not to 
understand.

• They also rebelled by keeping their African 
culture alive through music and language. 

• Around 10% of slave ships experienced a 
rebellion but most failed.

• Toussaint Louverture led a revolt                           
in Haiti from 1793-1802. 

• The enslaved people defeated their owners and 
declared the country free. 

• The Maroons were a group of ex-
slaves in Jamaica who helped others escape. 

• They were led by a woman called Nanny. 

• They had many wars with the British but 
continued to help around 2500 runaways every 
year. 

• The Baptist War (1831) was an 11-
day rebellion by 60,000 enslaved people in 
Jamaica. 

• Although the British stopped it, it pushed 
parliament to abolish slavery completely. 

Abolition of the Slave Trade Act (1807)

The Act did not…The Act did…

X  Abolish slavery Abolish the slave 
trade in the British 
Empire

X  It was still legal to 
continue forcing 
enslaved people that you 
already owned to work 
on plantations

 It was illegal to buy, 
sell and trade 
enslaved people 
anywhere in the 
empire

Slavery was abolished in 1833.
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v

Enquiry 1: How did Britain move towards democracy? Year 9 

Government where people choose their rulersDemocracy

Place with few voters but more than one MP 
(e.g. New Romney)

Rotten Borough

Be given the right to voteEnfranchise

The right to voteSuffrage

LawAct

A secret vote Ballot 

Working class campaigners for suffrageChartists 

Attitude that women should work in the home 
and look after the family 

Angel in the 
House

Expectation that women would quit their jobs 
when they got married to be wives/mothers. Marriage Bar

Female campaigners – peaceful Suffragists 

Female campaigners – violentSuffragettes

Violent Militant 

Someone who dies for their beliefsMartyr 

Things needed for war – shells, bullets, guns 
and uniforms. Munitions 

Problems with 
voting in 1800

Less than 2% of people could 
vote (wealthiest men)

Seats could be bought 
rather than won

Women couldn’t vote

Big cities (Leeds, 
Manchester, etc) had no MPs

No secret ballot – people 
could be bullied/bribed

MPs didn’t get paid so 
only open to rich people

Peterloo Massacre (1819) Great Reform Act (1832)

60,000 people protested about the 
lack of an MP in Manchester.

The police tried to arrest them and 
panic spread. 

Soldiers attacked the unarmed 
protestors. 

By 2pm, 15 peaceful protestors were 
dead (incl. a woman and child). 

People around the country were 
outraged. 

The public put pressure on the 
government to change the law. 

MPs started to call for better voting 
systems.   

FailuresSuccesses

Still only upper-class 
and business owners 
could vote. 

The number of voters 
doubled.

No secret ballot –
employers could still 
bully and bribe voters. 

Large cities like Leeds 
& Manchester could 
elect an MP. 

Working-class 
protestors were still 
ignored. 

Seats in parliament 
were more evenly 
distributed around the 
country.

Women still couldn’t 
vote. 

Seats were removed 
from Rotten Boroughs. 

Although the Great Reform Act solved some 
problems, people continued to protest to 

extend the franchise further.
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v

1800: Less than 2% of the 
population could vote.

1819: The Peterloo Massacre drew 
attention to the fight for suffrage. 

1832: The Great Reform Act 
improved the voting system. 

1839: The Chartists published the 
People’s Charter.

1897: The Suffragists began 
campaigning for female suffrage. 

1918: The Representation of the 
People Act gave the vote to 

married, property-owning women 
over 30 (middle-class only). 

1928: The Equal Franchise Act 
gave the vote to all people over the 

age of 21. 

TimelineThe Chartists

Demands:
• All men over 21 to vote. 
• A secret ballot. 
• Equal electoral districts. 
• Payment for MPs. 

Led by William Lovett. 

FailuresSuccesses

Petitions were rejected by 
parliament. 

Presented 3 petitions to 
parliament. 

Punished harshly –
imprisoned.

Lots of supporters – 5 
million signatures. 

Divided leadership meant 
they disappeared in 1850. 

Huge protests around the 
country. 

The Suffragists Led by Millicent Fawcett. 

Peaceful Methods of Protest:
• Signed petitions. 
• Held public meetings. 
• Made speeches. 
• Wrote letters to MPs. 
• Organised marches – The 

Great Pilgrimage (1913) saw 
50,000 women march to 
London to protest for the vote. 

FailuresSuccesses

Didn’t change the law. 54,000 members by 1914. 

Had to stop protesting to 
help the war effort in 1914.

Popular campaign. 

The Suffragettes Led by Emmeline Pankhurst. 

Militant Methods of Protest:
• Interrupted parliament. 
• Smashed windows. 
• Cut telephone wires. 
• Blew up post-boxes. 
• Chained themselves to railings. 
• Burned down churches. 
• planted a bomb in David Lloyd 

George’s house (important MP). 
• Imprisoned and went on hunger 

strike in prison.

FailuresSuccesses

MPs stopped supporting. Gained mass attention.

Had to stop protesting to 
help the war effort in 1914.

Popular campaign. 

How did women get the vote?

1903: The Suffragettes began their 
militant campaign. 

1914: WW1 began and women 
helped the war effort. 

Women’s Jobs During WW1: 
• Drove ambulances. 
• Worked as cooks and nurses. 
• Women’s Land Army (farming). 
• Dangerous Munitions Factories. 

Proved they were 
responsible. 

Men replaced 
them after the war. 

The government rewarded the men who fought and 
women who helped in the war. 

1918: Representation of 
the People Act 

• Men over 21 could vote. 
• Women over 30 could 

vote if they were 
married/had property.

1928: Equal Franchise 
Act 

• Women had equal 
voting rights with men. 

• (All women over 21 
could vote). 



Enquiry 2: Why did the First World War break out in 1914? Year 9 

Key Vocabulary

Policy of expanding an empire. Imperialism 

Policy of spending lots of money to expand the 
army/navy and improve weapons. Militarism 

German leader (emperor). Kaiser

Competition (race) to build the best weapons. Arms Race

British battleship that was the best ever seen. Dreadnought 

Agreement between countries to protect each 
other during war. Alliance 

Agreement for Britain, France and Russia to 
protect each other. Triple Entente 

Agreement for Germany, Austria-Hungary and 
Italy to protect each other. 

Triple Alliance  

Support for your country’s independence. Nationalism 

When a country wants to rule itself instead of 
being ruled by another empire. 

Independence 

Murder of an important person for political 
reasons.Assassination 

When Germany promised to support Austria-
Hungary against Serbia.  

Blank Cheque

Germany’s plan to attack France first (before 
Russia) by marching through Belgium. Schlieffen Plan

The British Empire had ruled 25% of the world for centuries.

The Ottoman Empire collapsed – Russia and Austria-Hungary wanted land there.  

Balkan countries started to fight for their independence.

Germany took land from France called Alsace-Lorraine. 

Germany, Austria-Hungary and Italy formed the Triple Alliance in 1882. 

Kaiser Wilhelm promised to increase military spending to compete with Britain.

Britain made the first Dreadnought Battleship in 1906. 

Britain, France and Russia formed the Triple Entente in 1907. 

Germany made their battleship: the SMS Rheinland. 

Austria-Hungary took control of Bosnia in 1908, angering Serbia.

The Black Hand committed terrorist acts to campaign for independence. 

The Black Hand assassinated Franz Ferdinand on 28th June 1914. 

Germany issued the ‘Blank Cheque’ to Austria-Hungary. 

Austria-Hungary declared war on Serbia. 

Russia prepared for war to help Serbia.

Germany declared war on Russia. 

France promised to help Russia so started preparing for war. 

Germany declared war on France and invaded Belgium to get there (Schlieffen Plan). 

Britain had always promised to protect Belgium so declared war on Germany. 
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Militarism Alliances Imperialism

Nationalism 

Underlying Cause Underlying Cause Underlying Cause

• Britain ruled an empire spanning 25% of the globe 
- other nations wanted to compete. 

• Germany took land from France (Alsace-Lorraine) 
to extend its empire - this caused tension. 

• Russia and Austria-Hungary both wanted control 
in the Balkans countries – this caused tension. 

• European nations all wanted to hold onto their 
power and be superior. 

• Empires created rivalries and made countries 
suspicious and mistrustful of each other. 

• Britain had the most powerful navy in the world to 
protect its empire – other countries were fearful. 

• Kaiser Wilhelm passed two laws ordering German 
battleships to be built to compete with Britain. 

• In 1906, Britain built HMS Dreadnought – the 
most powerful battleship ever built. 

• All other battleships were instantly out of date. 

• Germany built their own ship: SMS Rheinland. 

• By 1914, Germany had doubled its navy. 

• Alliances were meant to stop war. 

• But Germany felt surrounded by hostile powers 
that were trying to stop Germany being powerful. 

The MAIN Causes

• The Ottoman Empire collapsed at the end of the 1800s – many 
Balkan countries fought for independence. 

• The Serbian government wanted to unite all Serbs in the Balkans. 

• However, Austria-Hungary took control of Bosnia in 1908 – this 
angered Serbia as it wanted Bosnia to join them.

• The Black Hand was a terrorist organisation that fought for Serbian 
independence – they blew up bridges and planted bombs. 

• On 28th June 1914, the Black Hand assassinated Archduke Fraz 
Ferdinand (heir to the Austro-Hungarian throne). 

• This event triggered the alliance system, causing the First          
World War. 

The Black Hand 
assassinated 

Franz Ferdinand. 

Germany issued 
a ‘blank cheque’ 

to Austria-
Hungary.

Russia started 
preparing for war 

to help Serbia.

Austria-Hungary 
declared war on 

Serbia.

Germany 
declared war on 

Russia. 

France prepared 
for war to help 

Russia.

Germany 
declared war on 

France and 
invaded Belgium. 

Spark/Trigger Road to War

Britain declared 
war on Germany 

to protect 
Belgium. 

Each country brought soldiers from their empires to fight, making this a world war.  



Agreement to end the warArmistice

Agreement between countries  Treaty

Political beliefs Ideology 

System where a community shares everything 
equally and the government owns everything

Communist 

System where an all-powerful leader takes 
control and eliminates personal freedoms

Fascism 

Leader of Germany (similar to Prime Minister)Chancellor  

A leader with total powerDictator

One-sided information to influence peoplePropaganda 

To brainwash someone’s beliefs  Indoctrinate

Hitler;’s fascist political party in GermanyNazis

Hatred and bad treatment of Jewish peopleAnti-Semitism

Nazi plan to destroy all Jewish life in EuropeFinal Solution  

Enquiry 3: Why was the inter-war period a time of tension? Year 9 

Key Vocabulary
1917 The Russian Revolution took place. 

Russia became a communist country. 

1918 The Armistice was signed.
This ended the First World War.

1919 The Big Three met to agree the terms of the peace and punish Germany. 
They signed the Treaty of Versailles. 

1929 The Wall Street Crash happened in America began.
Germany was bankrupted.  

1933 Hitler became Chancellor of Germany.
Germany became a fascist country.  

1934 Hitler became Fuhrer in Germany. 
He had overall power as a dictator. 

1935 Hitler passed the Nuremberg Laws. 
Jewish people lost rights as German citizens. 

1938 Kristallnacht (The Night of Broken Glass) took place in Germany. 
Jewish buildings and people were violently targeted. Many died. 

1939 After invading other European countries, Hitler invaded Poland. 
The Second World War began. 

1941 The Final Solution began. 
The Nazis planned to destroy all Jewish life in Europe.
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How was Germany 
punished in the Treaty 

of Versailles?

Land Army

Money Blame

Germany’s overseas empire was taken away. 

African colonies were given to Britain and 
France. 

Alsace Lorraine was returned to France. 

Germany was forced to pay reparations 
of $6.6 million. 

The German army was reduced to 
100,000 men. 

Germany wasn’t allowed any amoured
vehicles, submarines or aircraft. 

The Rhineland was demilitarised.

Germany had to accept full blame for 
starting the war.  

How did Hitler control people? 

Propaganda and Censorship Terror

The Nazis controlled all radio/news to 
stop negative ideas about the Nazis. 

Gestapo (secret police) spied on people 
and arrested those who went against 
Hitler’s regime. 

Nazi teachers brainwashed children by 
teaching new subjects which aimed to 
discriminate against Jews. 

Hitler’s opponents were sent to 
concentration camps to do hard labour. 
Many died there. 

The Nazis held regular rallies and Hitler 
made speeches to celebrate his ideas.

Law courts were run by the Nazis so there 
were no fair trials. 

Hitler travelled around the country to 
meet people and get their support. 

Hitler’s private army was brutal towards 
anyone who challenged him. 

How did Hitler become Chancellor? 

Anti-Semitism in Germany

• Hitler made sure the Nazis appealed to all different people.

• He was a popular and charismatic leader and a great speaker.

• Hitler offered solutions to Germany’s economic problems. 

• Germans blamed the old government for Germany’s problems 
such as losing the war and the economic disaster. 

• Propaganda and censorship persuaded Germans to follow 
Hitler. 

• People were scared to go against Hitler. 

Nuremberg Laws 
German Jews were no longer German citizens.
Jewish people were not allowed to marry non-Jews.

1935

Ghettos
Jewish people were deported to ghettos.
They lost their homes/property. 
Thousands of Jewish people died in the Warsaw Ghetto. 

1940

Holocaust by Bullets
Einsatzgruppen massacred Jewish people in towns and 
cities. 

1942

Final Solution 
Jewish people were deported to concentration and 
death camps.
They were forced to do hard labour where many died. 
The Nazis murdered 6 million Jewish people here. 

1942


