Year 8: English - Writing Revision

In English, you will sit 2 separate exams; reading and writing. Included in this revision
pack are key aspects of the curriculum studied so farthat will help to prepare you for
your exam. You do not have to complete every task, however, the more you do, the more
you will benefit in your mid-year examinations.

Characterisation:

Explicit: Explicit characterisation, also Implicit: In contrast, implicit orindirect
known as direct characterisation, is when | characterisation reveals a character's
an author directly describes a character's | traits through their actions, thoughts,
traits, qualities, or personality. This can dialogue, and interactions with other
be done through narration, another characters, allowing readers to infer
character's dialogue, or the character's these qualities.

own self-description.

Foreshadow: Foreshadowing is a literary device used to give an advance hint or
indication of what is to come later in the story. It helps build anticipation in the reader or
audience by suggesting future events, often creating suspense or preparing them for
upcoming twists

Narrative Arc: A narrative arc, also known as a story arc or dramatic arc, is the structure
that shapes a story, guiding the flow of events from beginning to end. It typically
consists of five key elements
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Cliffhanger: A cliffhanger is a plot device used in storytelling to create suspense and keep the
audience eager to find out what happens next. It typically involves ending a scene, chapter, or
episode at a moment of high tension or uncertainty, leaving a key issue unresolved.



Task:

1. What examples of foreshadow have you seen in the texts we have studied so far?

2. Draw outthe narrative arc. Can you identify the key moments of Dracula and
where they fit into this structure?

3. Planyour own story with a hero using the narrative arc.

Narrative Perspectives: also known as point of view, refers to the position from which a
storyis told. It determines who is narrating the story and how much information the
narrator provides about the characters and events. There are several types of narrative
perspectives

1. First-Person Perspective: The narrator is a character within the story, using

pronouns like "I" or "we." This perspective provides a personal and subjective

view of the events.

2. Second-Person Perspective: The narrator addresses the reader directly using
the pronoun "you," making the reader a character in the story. This perspective is
less common but can create an immersive experience.

3. Third-Person Perspective: The narratoris outside the story and uses pronouns
like "he," "she," or "they." There are three main types of third-person perspectives:

¢ Third-Person Limited: The narrator knows the thoughts and feelings of
one character, providing a focused viewpoint.

« Third-Person Omniscient: The narrator knows the thoughts and feelings
of all characters, offering a god-like perspective.
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Task:

1. What perspective is Dracula told from?

Practise writing different stories using different narrative perspectives
considering the narrative arc.

. Canyou write a different ending to your story including a cliff hanger?

Figurative language: this is a way of using words to go beyond their literal meaning and

create more vivid, imaginative, or powerful effects to add depth, emotion, and clarity. It

helps readers and listeners visualise and connect with the content on a deeper level.

1.

Simile: A comparison between two different things using "like" or "as." For
example, "Her smile was as bright as the sun."

Metaphor: A direct comparison between two different things without using "like"
or"as." Forexample, "Time s a thief."

. Personification: Giving human characteristics to non-human things. For

example, "The wind whispered through the trees."

Hyperbole: An exaggerated statement used foremphasis or effect. Forexample,
"I'm so hungry | could eat a horse."

Alliteration: The repetition of the same initial consonant sounds in a series of
words. Forexample, "Peter Piper picked a peck of pickled peppers."

. Onomatopoeia: Words that imitate the sounds they describe. For example,

"buzz," "clang," or "sizzle."

Oxymoron: Where two words with opposite or very different meanings are
placed together to create a striking or thought-provoking effect e.g. ‘bittersweet.’

The 5 senses

When we write, the five senses help us make our descriptions vivid and interesting. They

show the reader what it feels like to be there.

1. Sight -What do you see?

Purpose: Helps the reader picture the scene.
Useful words: bright, dark, colorful, shiny, tiny, enormous.

Sentence starters:

I can see...

The sky looks...

In the distance, there is...



2. Hearing - What do you hear?
e Purpose: Adds sound to your description.
o Useful words: loud, quiet, buzzing, whispering, crashing.

o Sentence starters:
I can hear...
The sound of... fills the air.
It sounds like...

3. Smell-What do you smell?
e Purpose: Creates atmosphere and mood.
o Useful words: sweet, fresh, smoky, rotten, spicy.

e Sentence starters:
The smell of... drifts through the air.
It smells like...
Icansmell...

4. Taste -What do you taste?
e Purpose: Makes food or experiences real.
o Useful words: sweet, sour, bitter, salty, creamy.

e Sentence starters:
It tastes like...
The flavor of... lingers on my tongue.
| can taste...

5. Touch - What do you feel?
e Purpose: Adds texture and temperature.
o Useful words: soft, rough, smooth, cold, warm.

e Sentence starters:
I can feel...
The surface is...
It feels like...



Practise some writing with these:

Creative Writing Prompts:

1.

A Day in the Life: Write about a day in the life of a character who has an unusual
job, like a dragon trainer or a professional dream interpreter.

. Unexpected Journey: Your character finds a mysterious map in their attic.

Where does it lead them?

. Time Travel: Imagine you could travel back in time to any historical event. Which

event would you choose, and what would you do there?

Superpower: You wake up one day with a superpower. What is it, and how do
you use it?

. Lost and Found: Write a story about a character who finds a lost item that

changes their life.

. Alternate Reality: Describe a world where a common aspect of life (like gravity

ortime) works differently.

. Secret Message: Your character receives a secret message in a bottle. What

does it say, and what do they do next?

. Unexpected Visitor: A strange creature shows up at your door one night. What

happens next?

. Rewrite a Fairy Tale: Take a classic fairy tale and rewrite it from the perspective

of the antagonist

10.Gothic task: Write a story called ‘the forgotten corridor’.












