
Old branch of Christianity (led by the Pope)Catholicism

New branch of ChristianityProtestantism

Movement to change the Catholic ChurchReformation

Decision to leave the Catholic ChurchBreak with Rome

Criminal who disagrees with the ChurchHeretic

Child with unmarried parents (can’t be heir)Illegitimate

Closure of the monasteries in EnglandDissolution

Pardon for sins (could be bought)Indulgence

Radical/extreme ProtestantPuritan

Catholic who refused to follow ElizabethRecusant

Attempted Spanish invasion of EnglandArmada

People who plotted against the kingConspirators

Enquiry 1: Why did Henry VIII break with Rome? Year 8 

Key Vocabulary
1517 Martin Luther nailed his 95 theses to the church door.

The Reformation began. 

1521 Henry VIII wrote a book criticising Martin Luther.  
The Pope gave him the title ‘Defender of the Faith’. 

1534 Henry VIII passed the Act of Supremacy.
England broke with Rome and became Protestant. 

1536 The Dissolution of the Monasteries began. 

1547 King Henry VIII died.
His Protestant son, Edward VI, became King of England. 

1553 King Edward VI died. 
His Catholic sister (Henry’s eldest daughter), Mary I, became Queen. 

1558 Queen Mary I died. 
Her Protestant sister (Henry’s daughter), Elizabeth I, became Queen.

1588 The Spanish Armada tried to invade England. 
King Philip II of Spain wanted to make England Catholic again.

1603 Queen Elizabeth I died with no heirs. 
She named her cousin, James I, as her successor. 
England and Scotland became united under one monarch.

1605 The Gunpowder Plotters failed to blow up King James I and parliament.
They wanted to replace him with a Catholic ruler.  



Enquiry 1: Why did Henry VIII break with Rome? Year 8 

Catholic Beliefs Protestant Beliefs

Reasons for the Break with Rome

Political Reasons

• Henry VIII wanted a male heir, but his first wife 
Catherine did not provide one. 

• He fell in love with Anne Boleyn.

• Anne Boleyn became pregnant.

• The child would be illegitimate and could not be 
heir to the throne unless she married Henry. 

• The Pope refused to let Henry divorce Catherine. 

• Henry was angry that the Pope had more power 
than him. 

• Henry’s advisers persuaded him to break with 
Rome and stop the Pope’s power in England. 

• The Act of Supremacy gave Henry VIII power 
over the Church in England. 

Economic Reasons Religious Reasons

• The Pope was the Head of the Catholic Church. 

• The Bible should be written in Latin.

• Bright robes, stained glass windows, statues and gold ornaments helped 
people worship. 

• The Pope and his bishops could forgive people’s sins.

• People could buy indulgences to get to Heaven.  

• Priests were not allowed to get married. 

• Martin Luther started the Protestant Reformation. 

• The Bible should be in people’s own languages so they can understand.

• Churches should be plain and simple so that people feel closer to God. 

• Only Jesus could forgive sins and help people get to Heaven. 

• The Catholic Church was corrupt because it demanded                                
money in return for the forgiveness of sins.  

• Priests were allowed to marry. 

• Henry needed money to fight the war against 
France. 

• The Church owned 25% of the land in England. 

• Owning the Church land would make Henry very 
rich. 

• The Dissolution of the Monasteries more than 
doubled Henry’s revenue.

• Previously, his income was £100,000 per year, 
but it rose to £240,000 after this. 

• The Reformation convinced some people that 
the Catholic Church needed changing. 

• Some people in England wanted to become 
Protestant. 

• Henry believed that God was punishing him for 
marrying his brother’s widow. 

• He thought that divorcing her would solve this 
problem, but the Pope would not allow it. 

• Many English people were concerned about the 
selling of indulgences. 

• There were rumours that priests and monks 
were not living a holy life. 

• Some people believed the Catholic Church was 
corrupt so wanted to become Protestant. 



Enquiry 2: How far did religion change under the Tudors? Year 8 

Catholic

Protestant 

Henry VIII

• Originally a devout Catholic 
and ‘Defender of the Faith’.

• Broke with Rome to create the 
Protestant Church of England. 

• The monarch became the 
Head of the Church.

• Removed symbols of the 
Pope.

• Dissolved the monasteries.

• Destroyed Catholic shrines.

• Introduced English Bibles. 

• Churches stayed colourful. 

• Services stayed the same. 

Edward VI

• Strong Protestant. 

• Removed all pictures, statues 
and stained-glass windows. 

• Removed church music. 

• Introduced a new English 
Prayer Book.

• Ended saints’ festivals. 

• Allowed priests to marry. 

Mary I

• Strict Catholic. 

• Passed a law to make England 
a Catholic country again. 

• Banned Protestant preachers. 

• Redecorated churches with 
stone altars, statues and gold. 

• Forced married priests to 
leave their wives. 

• Church services and prayer 
books were in Latin. 

• Heretics were burned. 

• Mary remained Head of the 
Church of England.

Elizabeth I 

• Protestant but tried to keep 
both sides happy. 

• Made a compromise – the 
Religious Settlement. 

• Church services were still 
conducted in English. 

• Banned Catholic ceremonies.

• Banned statues of saints. 

• Reintroduced Edward’s Book 
of Common Prayer. 

• Allowed stained-glass 
windows and coloured robes. 

• Catholics were allowed to 
worship in private. 



A war between citizens of the same countryCivil War

Belief that the monarch was chosen by GodDivine Right 

Law-makers in BritainParliament

Member of ParliamentMP

When Charles ruled without ParliamentPersonal Rule

Get rid of (parliament)Dissolve

Tax to fund the armyShip Tax

Protestant with some Catholic traditionsHigh Church

Document that criticised King Charles I and 
reduced his power

Grand 
Remonstrance

Charles’ army in the civil warRoyalists

Parliament’s army in the civil warParliamentarians

Country with no monarchyRepublic

Enquiry 2: Why did the English fight their own king? Year 8 

Key Vocabulary
1625 Charles I married a French Catholic (Henrietta Maria).

1629 Charles fought with Parliament and dissolved them. 
He ruled alone for 11 years. This was called the Personal Rule. 

1633 Charles and his Archbishop introduced Catholic reforms in England. 

1634 Charles illegally expanded Ship Tax without consulting Parliament.
Everyone (even people who did not live on the coast) had to pay. 

1637 Charles tried to introduce a new Scottish Prayer Book. 
The Prayer Book Rebellion began and led to war with Scotland. 

1640 Charles recalled Parliament to raise taxes again. 
Parliament criticised Charles and refused to help.
He dismissed them again after 3 weeks – this was the Short Parliament.

1641 Irish Catholics rebelled against English rule. 
Parliament refused to let Charles raise money or control the army. 

1641 Parliament issued the Grand Remonstrance. 
This was a list of complaints about Charles and reduced his power. 
He tried and failed to arrest 5 of the lead MPs.

1642 The English Civil War began. 

1648 The Parliamentarians were forced to surrender. 
Charles was arrested, imprisoned and put on trial.  

1649 King Charles I was executed. 



Enquiry 2: Why did the English fight their own king? Year 8 

Causes of the English Civil War

Political Reasons

• Charles believed in the Divine Right of Kings.

• He believed that he had been chosen by God to be king. 

• He did not think that Parliament should control or disagree with him.

• He wanted the same power as absolutist monarchs in Europe.  

• However, Parliament’s job was to advise the king. 

• When Parliament refused to give Charles money for war, he dissolved 
Parliament and ruled alone for 11 years. 

• This was the Personal Rule. 

• During this time he made all of the decisions himself. 

• Irish Catholics rebelled against being ruled by the English.

• Parliament refused to let Charles control the army and save the day.

• They issued the Grand Remonstrance, criticising the King and 
removing his power over the Church and to choose his own advisers.

• This split Parliament. 

• Charles broke into Parliament with an army and tried to arrest the five 
leading MPs but they escaped. 

Economic Reasons

Religious Reasons

• During the Personal Rule, Charles expanded Ship Tax. 

• He demanded that everyone (even those who did not live by the 
coast) pay the tax to fund the army, even though there was no war. 

• This was an illegal tax as Parliament did not agree to it. 

• Charles imprisoned anyone who refused to pay.

• People who stood up to Charles were treated like heroes. 

• Later, Parliament refused to grant Charles more money unless he 
agreed to end unpopular taxes and stop religious reforms. 

• Charles was a member of the Protestant High Church (a Protestant 
that followed some Catholic traditions). 

• He married a Catholic and forced Catholic reforms (reintroducing 
stained-glass windows, statues and stone altars). 

• Charles mutilated people who criticised him (chopped their ears off). 

• Charles introduced a new Prayer Book to Scotland, but people rioted 
in the Prayer Book Rebellion. 

• He tried to force Scotland to accept his religious reforms by invading 
but was forced to surrender.  



European colonists found that sugar, tobacco and cotton thrived in the Americas.

They wanted a large workforce to grow the raw materials for trade around Europe. 

European traders went to Africa to trade manufactured goods like clothes and guns.

In return, African leaders kidnapped innocent people and sold them to Europeans. 

Europeans enslaved these people and carried them on ships across the Atlantic. 

Conditions on the Middle Passage were uncomfortable, unhealthy and dangerous.

In the Americas enslaved people were sold at auction. 

They were put to work on plantations to grow raw materials. 

Raw materials were sent back to Europe and manufactured in factories. 

Europeans became rich from trading these goods around the world. 

Areas of land ruled by one rulerEmpire  

Areas of land in an empireColony

Someone who has been sold into slaveryEnslaved Person

Journey from Africa to the AmericasMiddle Passage

Sale where enslaved people were sold to the 
highest bidder

Auction

Large farms where enslaved people workedPlantation

Crops that were grown (sugar, cotton, etc)Raw Materials

The person in charge of enslaved peopleOverseer

Someone who fought to end the slave tradeAbolitionist

To get rid of somethingAbolish  

When people refused to buy sugarSugar Boycott

When people started to question old ideasEnlightenment

Enquiry 3: What was the Transatlantic Slave Trade? Year 8 

Key VocabularyThe Trade Triangle



• Enlightenment thinkers believed everyone 
should be free and equal. 

• Granville Sharp set up the 
Abolition Committee in 1787. 

• He brought people together to fight against the 
slave trade and make it illegal. 

• Thomas Clarkson interviewed over              
20,000 people and shared their stories.

• He travelled around Britain giving lectures. 

• Thousands of people signed petitions to stop 
the trade after they listened to him. 

• William Wilberforce was an MP 
with the power to persuade parliament to 
abolish the trade. 

• He made powerful speeches to try and convince 
them to stop investing and make it illegal. 

• He failed to make the slave trade illegal 16 
times but finally succeeded in 1807. 

• The Abolitionists educated ordinary people 
about the slave trade and they joined the fight. 

• People bought badges, signed petitions and 
wrote songs and poems to join the protest. 

• From the 1770s, Cuba and Brazil started 
producing cheaper sugar than the Caribbean. 

• Many British plantations there closed and 
enslaved people stopped being needed.

• Some people realised that people would work 
harder and stop rebelling if they were paid.

• It would be cheaper to pay enslaved people a 
small wage than buy their clothing and food. 

• Anti-slavery groups organised a sugar boycott
where thousands of people refused to buy sugar.

• The price of sugar fell due to the fall in demand 
and traders lost profit. 

Enquiry 3: What was the Transatlantic Slave Trade? Year 8 

Why was the slave trade abolished in 1807?

Abolitionists Enslaved People Economic Factors

• Enslaved people tried to fight back by working 
deliberately slowly and pretending not to 
understand.

• They also rebelled by keeping their African 
culture alive through music and language. 

• Around 10% of slave ships experienced a 
rebellion but most failed.

• Toussaint Louverture led a revolt                           
in Haiti from 1793-1802. 

• The enslaved people defeated their owners and 
declared the country free. 

• The Maroons were a group of ex-
slaves in Jamaica who helped others escape. 

• They were led by a woman called Nanny. 

• They had many wars with the British but 
continued to help around 2500 runaways every 
year. 

• The Baptist War (1831) was an 11-
day rebellion by 60,000 enslaved people in 
Jamaica. 

• Although the British stopped it, it pushed 
parliament to abolish slavery completely. 

Abolition of the Slave Trade Act (1807)

The Act did not…The Act did…

X  Abolish slavery Abolish the slave 
trade in the British 
Empire

X  It was still legal to 
continue forcing 
enslaved people that you 
already owned to work 
on plantations

 It was illegal to buy, 
sell and trade 
enslaved people 
anywhere in the 
empire

Slavery was abolished in 1833.


