
Year 8 – End of Year Assessments 

Year 8 students will sit two papers for their End of Year Assessments. These 
assessments are synoptic so designed to cover a range of topics and skills students 
have learnt over the year. Whilst we will be revising for the exams in the week after the 
half term break, below are some suggested activities to support your child to feel fully 
prepared. 

 

Paper 1 – Reading 

Students will read an extract from a short story in the dystopian genre and answer a 
range of questions. To prepare for this students can: 

✓ Ensure they know the different word classes and can identify these in a sentence 
e.g. nouns, verbs, adjectives and adverbs. 

✓ Ensure they know the different literary devices writers’ use to engage their reader 
and can comment on why these are used e.g. simile, metaphor, personification, 
alliteration, juxtaposition, pathetic fallacy. 

✓ To re-familiarise themselves with the dystopian genre, re-read the dystopian 
stories we studied last term (there is a link to these on this email and the school 
website) 

✓ Ensure they are familiar with Freytag’s narrative structure and the different parts 
of this structure.  

✓ Ensure they understand the difference between a fact and an opinion and can 
spot these in a text. 

 

Paper 2 – Writing 

Students will be asked to write in two different formats: writing to persuade and writing 
to entertain using the features of the dystopian genre. To prepare for this students can: 

✓ Read through the work we have been doing most recently in class on the art of 
rhetoric and persuasive writing.  

✓ Practise writing using a range of sentence types to ensure their writing is 
interesting as well as technically accurate. 

✓ Revise rhetorical / persuasive devices (DAFOREST) 
✓ Revise using punctuation correctly. 
✓ To re-familiarise themselves with the dystopian genre, re-read the dystopian 

stories we studied last term (there is a link to these on this email and the school 
website) 

✓ Using the picture prompts below write the opening of a dystopian story. Students 
should use the list of dystopian features to support them to do this effectively. 



 

Students can use their English books for revision – everything the exam will cover will 
have been studied at some point over the year. There are some useful sites for revising 
key English skills:  

Punctuation skills: https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zr6bxyc 

Word classes: https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z4hrt39 

Writing skills: https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z43dwnb/articles/zbrqqfr 

Persuasive writing: https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zcv8dp3/articles/zbsgr2p 

 

Features of dystopian literature: 

 

Picture prompts for writing in the dystopian genre: 

• Propaganda is used to control the citizens. 

• Information, independent thought and freedom are restricted. 

• A figurehead or concept is worshipped by the citizens. 

• Citizens are under constant surveillance. 

• Citizens have a fear of the outside world. 

• Citizens live in  dehumanised state. 

• The natural world is banished and distrusted 

• Citizens conform to expectations. Individuality is bad. 

• The society is often an illusion of a perfect utopian world. 

• The dystopian protagonist feels trapped and helps the reader recognise the 
dystopian world through their perspective on it. 
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